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finite.	 Closely	 related	 is	 the	 belief	 that	 a	 community	 of	 democratic	
nations	is	the	best	way	to	maintain	domestic	and	international	peace.	

















conflict,	 both	 internal	 and	 external.	 In	 fact,	 as	 Shapiro	 and	Cordon	
point	out,	“there	is	a	strong	propensity	to	associate	democracy	with	a	
wide	array	of	activities	and	outcomes	that	people	value.”4
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of	 democracy.	 Recently,	 Thomas	 Carothers	 argued,	 “Many	 countries	
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the	most	 repressive	 states	are	 those	 that	exhibit	 intermediate	 levels	
of	 democracy,	 the	 “semi-democracies”,	 the	 idea	 that	 dominates	 the	
debate	 today.7	 Another	 explanation,	 similar	 to	 the	 “semi-authorita-
rian”	thesis,	is	that	there	has	been	that	a	“premature	closure”	of	the	
transition	process	–through	the	establishment	of	 formal	procedures	
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ception,	while	 being	 an	 important	 contribution	 to	 the	 literature	on	
democracy,	does	not	explain	why	a	number	of	consolidated	democra-




















of	political	 repression	depends	on	 the	 level	of	 threat	 faced	by	a	go-
vernment,0	and	that	democracies	repress	 less	as	 they	 face	different	
types	of	threats	when	compared	to	autocracies,	or	because	they	did	
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on	 how	 to	 design	 and	 implement	 democratic	 levers	 that	 can	make	
peace	endure”.	It	is	important	to	closely	examine	why	democracies	
do	not	experience	rebellions	 for	 the	regime	change	but	at	 the	same	
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of	 expression,	 existence	 and	 availability	 of	 alternative	 information,	




the	desired	effect.	 In	other	words,	despite	 the	manner	 in	which	de-




systems,	organized	 factional	 interests	and	complicated	electoral	 ru-
les.	Such	systems	also	struggle	with	the	customization	of	politics,	the	
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In	 recent	years,	 there	 is	 a	growing	 interest	 to	apply	 the	 “inclu-
sion”	approach	while	doing	democratic	auditing	of	a	particular	sta-
te.4	This	approach	has	been	pioneered	by	Young5,	who	fashions	the	
concept	 of	 “deep	democracy”	 arguing	 that	most	 democracies	 today	
are	 plebiscite	 democracies,	 in	which	 “candidates	 take	 vague	 stands	
on	a	few	issues,	citizens	endorse	one	or	another,	and	then	have	little	
relation	 to	 the	policy	process	until	 the	next	 election”.6	As	 she	puts	
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and Power: The Consequences of Political Violence.	Wesleyan	University	Press,	Mid-
dletown,	Connecticut.	Roeder	argues	for	institutional	guarantee	of	minority	rights	
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it,	 “The	 normative	 legitimacy	 of	 a	 democratic	 decision	 depends	 on	
the	 degree	 to	which	 those	 affected	 by	 it	 have	 been	 included	 in	 the	









Democracy and Minority Challenges
Democracy,	which	introduces	competitive	elections,	is	commonly	offe-
red	as	a	solution	to	political	problems.	However,	as	Przeworski	points	
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post-colonial	 states	 face	 the	 absence	of	 consensus	 on	 their	 nation-
hood	due	 to	 their	 colonial	masters’	 construction	 and	politicization	
of	 the	diversity	 to	keep	 them	in	power.	Democracy	 is	also	 inheren-












process	which	may	 exacerbate	 inequalities	 and	 encourage	 affected	
groups	 to	pursue	 insurgency.44	 Institutionalized	power	 sharing	me-
chanisms,	for	example,	may	offer	incentives	for	cooperation	between	
ethnic	groups.45	
At	 the	 same	 time	we	need	 to	 take	 into	account	 that	 increasing	
ethnic	diversity	does	not	undermine	democracy	per	se.	Some	argue	
that	it	is	likely	that	a	high	level	of	ethnic	fragmentation	can	actually	
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Democracy	 is	a	delicate	plant	 that	 thrives	only	 if	 the	soil	 is	ca-




















The East Asian Challenge for Human Rights, 9.
































Violent Demand for 
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India Free Flawed Democracy
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(rank 57)
Eelam
Thailand Partly Free Hybrid regimes
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solutions	 to	 several	minority	challenges:	Sikhs	 in	Punjab,	Tamils	 in	
India,	and	Gorkhas	in	West	Bengal	to	name	a	few.
India	has	always	been	a	surprise	for	theorists	of	democracy.	It	has	






















6.	Also,	Lijphart,	Arend.	977.	Democracy in Plural Societies.	New	Haven:	Yale	Uni-
versity	Press.











nal	 electoral	 system,	 and	 absolute	majority	 rule,	 that	 has	 charac-










ked	by	 liberal	 constitutionalism,	 state	backed	secular	nationalism,	






democracy per se is not the means to conflict resolution, as majoritaria-
nism, again a crucial component of democracy, can be used to exacer-
bate ethnic conflict. As	Lipjhart	points	out,	“the	most	serious	obstacle	
to	power	sharing	in	divided	societies	is	the	presence	of	a	solid	majo-
rity	that,	understandably,	prefers	pure	majority	rule	to	consociationa-
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bridge	University	Press,	99)	pp.	4-4.
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each	 strategy	 has	 its	merits,	 there	 are	 certainly	 common	 elements.	
There	needs	to	be	institutional	variations	within	each	country’s	demo-
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